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What is 
A better way?

It’s about quality,

innovative thinking, and

meticulous attention to detail.

It’s about being better than

you have to be and better

than expected. 

It’s about appearance,

dependability, and efficiency. 

Appearance
Every project is different. That’s why

we offer a wide selection of options 

for any landscape development. From

multiple fascia styles, variable setbacks,

unit interchangeability and the sharpest

radius turns, Rockwood® products are

designed to give you endless design

flexibility. 

Our versatile product range also

makes it easy to match an existing style

or wall type. Whether you’re adding on

or starting fresh, Rockwood has an

option that’s perfect for your project. 

So bring your imagination, you’ll be

happy you did.

Dependability
Where’s the Connection? Pins and

clips sound good in theory, but many

times they are left out due to clogged

holes or oversight. Rockwood’s

connection is built in, due to the integral

Anchor Bar, ensuring proper alignment

and precise set-back. Plus, Vertical

Stone Columns are a fundamental

aspect of the Rockwood system. Filled

with jagged stone, the stone columns

unify the grid, backfill, and Rockwood

units into one integrated structural

design.

It’s no wonder Rockwood has the

highest block to block shear strength in

the industry. 

Efficiency
“One Unit” construction is a central

element of Rockwood’s superior 

design - no special units are required

(corners, half block, etc.), no special

inventories are needed, and no

shortages occur on jobsites. Plus, the

unique shape of Rockwood products

provides more square feet per pound,

reducing shipping costs and making

handling easy.

Speeding installation, eliminating

guesswork and reducing labor costs are

all parts of the Rockwood system.
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Classic Family of ProductsClassic Family of Products

Classic 6™

The lower profile of Classic 6™ provides a longer and

smoother appearance while maintaining all the special

features of the Rockwood Classic family of products.

Appealing to homeowners, contractors and designers,

Classic 6 is as flexible as it is versatile. It is capable of sharp

radius turns, variable setbacks and other endless design

possibilities. Covering 3/4 square foot per block, Classic 6

makes installation efficient.  It can be utilized for various

wall applications ranging from the smallest raised patio wall

to the most critical wall application.

Enhance the natural appearance of a
completed Classic Colonial™ wall by
scoring the Colonial 6/12 unit with a
hammer and chisel - wear protective
equipment when splitting
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Straight
Size: 6" H x 18" W x 12" D

150mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 64 lbs., 29 kg 

Beveled
Size: 6" H x 18" W x 12" D

150mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 58 lbs., 26 kg 

Colonial 18
Size: 6" H x 18" W x 12" D

150mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 64 lbs., 29 kg

Colonial 6/12
Size: 6" H x 6/12" W x 12" D

150mm x 150/300mm x 300 mm
Weight: 73 lbs., 33 kg

Classic Colonial™

The Rustic appearance gives Classic Colonial™ the warm,

natural look that only comes with age. And the unique multi-

unit system, creates the randomly patterned and crafted

appearance that is so valued today. Its appeal can also be

found in the face of each block. Processed to appear

weathered, a Classic Colonial wall can add desired curb

appeal to any property with its timeless beauty and simplicity.

Having evolved from the Classic 6™, Classic Colonial features

the same design integrity that has made the Classic family of

products a landscaping standard.
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Legend®

Legend® is the product to use when your project requires a

critical, maximum performance retaining wall. The extended

tail design significantly increases shear resistance and

connection strength. An integral Anchor Bar ensures proper

alignment and precise setback while stone filled columns

unify the grid, backfill and Legend blocks as one complete

structural system. This allows a Legend wall to confront the

demands of any challenging project site.

Beveled
Size: 8" H x 18" W x 22" D

200mm x 450mm x 550mm
Weight: 110 lbs., 50 kg 

Straight
Size: 8" H x 18" W x 12" D

200mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 85 lbs., 39 kg 

Beveled
Size: 8" H x 18" W x 12" D

200mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 78 lbs., 35 kg 

Straight
Size: 8" H x 18" W x 22" D

200mm x 450mm x 550mm
Weight: 115 lbs., 52 kg 

Classic 8™

Classic 8™ is a high performance block specifically

designed for virtually every retaining wall need. Its design is

preferred by architects, builders, developers and engineers

worldwide. It is known for its ease of installation, strength

and versatility. Like Classic 6™, Classic 8 is capable of sharp

radius turns, variable setbacks and other endless design

possibilities. Covering one square foot per block, Classic 8

offers greater efficiency in installation.  Whether the wall is

supporting a roadway or being built along the shore of a

lake, Classic 8 is a versatile solution for any type of wall

application.



To create a Half Block, make
a score line in the middle 
of the block, from front to

back on both sides. Split as
shown. Wear protective

equipment when splitting.

Classic ComponentsClassic Components

6" Base Block
Size: 6" H x 18" W x 12" D

150mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 58 lbs. / 64 lbs.*, 26 kg / 29 kg*

8" Base Block
Size: 8" H x 18" W x 12" D

200mm x 450mm x 300mm
Weight: 78 lbs. / 85 lbs.*, 35 kg / 39 kg*

*Straight units

6" Half Block
Size: 6" H x 9" W x 12" D

150mm x 225mm x 300mm
Weight: 29 lbs., 13 kg

8" Half Block
Size: 8" H x 9" W x 12" D

200mm x 225mm x 300mm
Weight: 39 lbs., 18 kg
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To create a Base Block, position the
block so the Anchor Bar is facing

up. Remove the Anchor Bar with a
hammer and chisel as shown –

wear protective equipment when
modifying the block.

Classic Half Block
When the wall is stepped, Half Block may be used to show

a more gradual transition.  Additionally, it may be used to

abut another structure to maintain a running bond.  The

split faces provide a more consistent look with the wall

face, making it seem more seamless and natural in

appearance.

Classic Base Block
Base Block is used for the first course of a Rockwood wall.

With the Anchor Bar removed, the Base Block can be easily

set level so that successive courses can also be level.

Additionally, Base Block can be used as step treads in a

stair step application or whenever a level block is needed.



To create a Corner Block, make score lines
on both splitting grooves and behind the

head of the block. Split the block on
both top and bottom sides, as shown. A

hammer and chisel or a hand splitter
may be used to create the block - wear

protective equipment when splitting.

The Universal Cap can be spilt with a
hammer and chisel for a split finish or cut

with a masonry blade for finished
accuracy. For a more consistent split,

lightly score the Universal Cap on both
sides, on a flat and smooth surface. Wear

protective equipment when splitting.

Universal Cap
Size: 4" H x 18" W x 10.5" D

100mm x 450mm x 263mm
Weight: 54 lbs., 25 kg 

Step Tread
Size: 6" H x 8" W x 15" D

150mm x 200mm x 375mm
Weight: 57 lbs., 26 kg 

Step Tread
Designed and manufactured specifically for stair step

applications, the Step Tread is a convenient and

functional block that can be incorporated in a retaining

wall. A Step Tread has a variegated surface that may be

used to provide enhanced traction.

6" Corner Block
Size: 6" H x 13" W x 5.5" D

150mm x 325mm x 138mm
Weight: 32 lbs., 15 kg 

8" Corner Block
Size: 8" H x 13" W x 5.5" D

200mm x 325mm x 138mm
Weight: 40 lbs., 19 kg
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Classic Corner Block
As the name implies, Corner Block can be used for an

outside 90˚ corner.  As each course is installed, a Corner

Block is positioned alternatively for structural integrity and

to maintain a running bond.  When stepping a wall, the

Corner Block may also be used as an end cap to finish the

end of a course in the wall. 

Universal Cap
The Universal Cap is used to finish the top course of a

Rockwood wall. Its flexibility allows it to cap a straight or a

curved wall application. It can also be double stacked for

stepping a wall or as a step tread in a stair step application.



Getting Started

Step 1 - Base Course Preparation 
Beginning at a
point of the wall’s
lowest elevation,
excavate a trench
down the length of
the wall that will
accommodate at
least 6" of base
material and 6" of
block embedment.
As a rule of thumb,
for every 8" to 10" of wall height, 1" of block should be
buried with at least a minimum of 6" base course
embedment.  Step the trench up or down with respect to
adjacent grade.    

The width of the trench for a Classic 6, Classic 8 or Classic
Colonial wall should be a minimum of 24", while the
trench width for a Legend wall should be a minimum of
34".   Based on the type of application and what is
retained, the depth of the leveling pad may vary.  If
necessary, consult with an engineer.  

After excavating the native soil and prior to adding base
material, remove loose material from the trench and
compact.

Step 2 - Leveling Pad Installation 
Place and compact
a minimum of 6"
base material to
95% Standard
Proctor.  Verify that
the base is level
with a transit or
hand level.  Be
aware that the
base material
(commonly
referred to as road base or base aggregate) will vary from
region to region.

Step 3 - Base Course Installation 
The base course
will consist of base
block. Use a string
line behind the tail
of the block for
alignment on
straight wall appli-
cations. All blocks
should rest firmly
on the pad and be
centered to allow
6" of base material in front and 6" behind the base block.
Level each block, side-to-side, front-to-back and across
three full blocks with a hand level. A rubber mallet may
be used to level and align the blocks.  

Step 4 - Core and Drainage Fill 
Place 3/4" to 1"
clean aggregate
(crushed rock)
within the cores
and a minimum of
12" behind the
blocks.  This
creates a drainage
zone and the
Stone Columns
that help to unify
and maximize the performance of the wall.  

Step 5 - Successive Course Installation 
Prior to adding
successive
courses, the top of
each block needs
to be clean and
free of foreign
material. Center
the block and pull
it forward until the
Anchor Bar abuts
the two blocks
below it. Place core and drainage fill as in Step 4. Place
the backfill material behind the drainage rock in maximum
of 8" lifts and compact to 95% Standard Proctor. Repeat
this process for each successive course.

Large compaction or construction equipment should be
kept a minimum of 3’ from the back of the wall. This 3’
area should be compacted with a vibratory plate
compactor.

Basic Wall InstallationBasic Wall Installation
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The Stone Column is an integral
part of a Rockwood Retaining

wall; adding support and
stability to the wall.



Step 6 - Stepping a Wall
A Half Block or
Corner Block may
be used to end a
course in a
Rockwood appli-
cation.  

Universal Caps
may be double-
stacked as an end
cap to finish a
course in a Classic
8 or Legend appli-
cation.  

Step 7 - Capping a Wall 
The Universal Cap
has both a finished
surface and
palletized surface.
The finished
surface should be
exposed on the
top course to
complete the wall
application. 

The adhesive used for securing cap units should have a
high rubber content. Check with your supplier to
determine which concrete adhesive is recommended if
Super-Stik™ adhesive is not available.

To ensure permanent placement of the upper blocks,
adhesive should be used.

Step 8 - Special Applications
While the installation steps presented are applicable to
most basic wall designs, special consideration needs to
be given to those applications in which a slope, surcharge
loading and/or less than ideal soils are present. These
types of applications may require geosynthetic
reinforcement or other engineering design support. Such
applications include but are not limited to:

• Wall Height

• Fences and Guardrails

• Tiered Walls

• Water Applications

• Driveways and Roads 

• Bridges and Culverts

• Drainage

• Structures

Please refer to the geosynthetic reinforcement section for
more information in regard to the incorporation of
geosynthetic reinforcement in wall design. 
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Convex and Concave Curves

Step 1 - Base Course Preparation for a Convex or Concave Curve

Place the blocks on the leveling pad so there are no gaps between them.  

Step 2 - Successive Course Installation for a Convex or Concave Curve

When building multiple courses on a curve, begin installation by placing a block in the middle of the curve; centering on
two blocks directly below it. Build the wall from the center block out.

Special ApplicationsSpecial Applications
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Place the Universal Caps 
and measure the distance of 
the gap between the caps.

Using this measurement, 
cut the cap so that it is parallel

with the adjacent cap unit.

Slide the cap in place so that it is
flush with the adjacent cap unit.
Adhere caps with Super-Stik™.

Step 3 - Cutting
Universal Caps for
Curved Walls 

Convex Curve

Concave Curve


